Appendix D
What is Sustainable Development?
Sustainable development is defined as development “that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (World Commission on Environment and Development Report, 1987).  Sustainable development encompasses economic, environmental and social dimensions and interrelationships.  In other words, development is essential to satisfy human needs and improve the quality of human life.  At the same time, development must be based on the efficient and responsible use of all of society’s scarce resources – natural, human and economic. (5) Sustainable Development is an approach to daily decisions that integrates probable consequences to the environment, the economy and human health and well-being. It is a way of making decisions that balances the needs of today without sacrificing the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. (4)

The United Nations vision of sustainable development is:

· Society: an understanding of social institutions and their role in change an development, as well as the democratic and participatory systems which give opportunity for the expression of opinion, the selection of governments, the forging of consensus and the resolution of differences.

· Environment: an awareness of the resources and fragility of the physical environment and the affects on it of human activity and decisions, with a commitment to factoring environmental concerns into social and economic policy development.

· Economy: a sensitivity to the limits and potential of economic growth and their impact on society and on the environment, with a commitment to asses personal and societal levels of consumption out of the concern for the environment and for social justice. (1)
It is also recognized that a good environmental situation will not develop unless people have a decent social and economic situation, and that a healthy environment is a prerequisite for a vital economy in the long term. Thus environmental, social and economic aspects are interwoven in ESD. Ethics and justice, as expressed in democratic government and social and global responsibility, become important components in the larger context of ESD. (5)
What is Education for Sustainable Development?
The four major thrusts of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) are:

· Public awareness and understanding

· Access to quality basic education

· Reorienting existing education

· Training programs for all sectors

(Agenda 21 -92, UNESCO-96, UNCSD -98, JPOI-2002)(8)
The term Education for Sustainable Development has been used interchangeably with such terms as education/learning for a sustainable future, learning for sustainability, environmental learning for sustainability (ELS) and other terms.  Education for Sustainable Development is a lifelong process of learning ecological and sustainability principles, knowledge, values and attitudes that lead to informed and involved citizens having economic, and social commitment to engage in responsible individual and cooperative actions that lead to a sustainable future for all species on the planet.  Thus the goal for ESD is to prepare learners for lives in the environmental, economic, political, cultural, and historical systems of which they are a part, and to help citizens acquire an understanding of how these systems are interdependent and interconnected. (7) The aim is to empower Canadians to be able to make informed life decisions and take actions that contribute to a sustainable future It is also about being able to ask the appropriate questions in the decision making process that build on sound and balanced sustainable development practices to protect our health, economy and environment. ESD motivates, equips and involves individuals, and social groups in reflecting on how we currently live and work, in making informed decisions and creating ways to work towards a more sustainable world. ESD is about learning for change amongst adults as much as with youth. The importance for the embedding of ESD in curriculum for youth is that it not only meets the present needs of youth, but also prepares youth for their role as the next generation of care givers for our environment, both locally and globally.

ESD has crystallized as a result of international agreements and the global call to actively pursue sustainable development.  The United Nations Conference on the Human Environment (1972) recommended that the UN system should establish an international, interdisciplinary, in school and out-of-school environmental program directed toward the general public to educate people about simple steps they could take to contribute to environmental sustainability.  Out of this conference came the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World’s Cultural and Natural Heritage. (6)
In 1983, the United Nations created the World Commission on Environment and Development that four years later produced the landmark report Our Common Future, also known as the “Brundtland Report” after the Commission’s Chair, Gro Harlem Brundtland.  The report warned that without changes to the way we live and work, the world would face unprecedented human suffering and irreversible environmental damage. The report also provided what has become the most widely accepted definition of sustainable development:  Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. (6)
Our Common Future led to the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (Rio de Janeiro, 1992) popularly known as the Earth Summit, which included world leaders, representatives of UN organizations, municipal governments, business, the scientific community, and NGOs. The Earth Summit concluded with the adoption of Agenda 21 that included the message “think globally, act locally” and emphasized the need for partnerships with all segments of society to change wasteful consumption patterns, halt environmental degradation, and eradicate poverty. (6)
To ensure follow-up to the Earth Summit, the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development was created in 1992 to monitor major sustainable development issues, a “Rio + 5” meeting was held in 1997, and the World Summit on Sustainable Development was held in Johannesburg in 2002 to undertake a comprehensive assessment of the progress in the implementation of Agenda 21.  From this World Summit came the idea of creating a Decade for Education for Sustainable Development (2005–2014) that the UN General Assembly proclaimed in 2003. UNESCO ─ the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization - was named lead agency for the decade to ensure a holistic approach to sustainable development. (6)
See Appendix E and D for a historical timeline and backgrounder for sustainable development.

Why ESD is important from a global/Canadian perspective?

Originally perceived as education about sustainability ESD is being increasingly recognised, through the influence of Agenda 21 and the more recent World Summit on Sustainable Development at Johannesburg, as more than the dissemination of knowledge with emphasis now focusing on Education for Sustainable Development. It is now understood that sustainable development is a process of adaptive management and systems thinking, requiring creativity, flexibility and critical reflection.  Through teamwork – stakeholder dialogue and decision-making – and working across disciplines, social groups learn from each other as they consider options and the consequences of these options to the future. Critical to Education for Sustainable Development is learning to access and influence systems for public participation for decision-making. (1)

It is important that Canadians know and understand sustainability issues (issues that have economic, environmental and social connections), that they develop the skills required, and explore that attitudes and motivation needed to make informed choices, to consume wisely, to ask good questions, to question the answers, and to take meaningful actions if we are all to participate in creating a sustainable future.
With increased awareness, knowledge, skills, attitudes, values, and motivation, Canadians can become more ecologically literate and act competently to build a sustainable future for humans and for ecosystems. (2)
Canadians care deeply about the environment now and in the future.  They care about their vast country which touches three oceans and which contains a large share of the Earth’s fresh water and wetlands. They care about the country’s forests, mountains, plains, valleys and shores, and the creatures and plants that inhabit the ecosystems of all regions. Canadians are concerned about the quality of the air they breathe, the water they drink, safe food production, quality of life and social justice, threats to biodiversity, climate change and the integrity of our ecosystems. Increasingly, they see the connections between and among issues of a healthy environment, a productive society, and economic prosperity for all. They look to a future that will provide environmental, social and economic well-being for themselves and their children.

Canadians care about people.  They also have an interest in and appreciation of the rich cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and wisdom of aboriginal peoples, and of the local knowledge, which has been passed on from one generation to the next since the first settlers came to our shores. Canadians are also aware of the hopeful eagerness of those who continue to come to Canada now, new citizens who want to contribute to the prosperity of our great nation.

Canadians care about the economy now and in the future. They want what a strong economy provides: good long-lasting jobs that work to make communities sustainable, good transportation systems, educations systems and health care.  

To ensure such a sustainable future, citizens of Canada and the world must learn about the interconnectiveness of environmental, society and economic factors so that they can act mindfully, competently and responsibly when making decisions and taking actions that affect their present and future situation. (2)

United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development 2005 – 2014
The United Nations (UN) has declared the period from 2005 to 2014 as the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) and has placed responsibility for the coordination of the DESD with the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Time and again since Rio in 1992, the role of education in all its variations (formal education, non formal education, informal education, public awareness and training programmes, adult learning, lifelong learning) has been recognized as a crucial mechanism for moving sustainable development forward. 

The UN has developed an ESD Framework and Implementation Plan that clearly identifies priories and themes to be addressed by all countries.  The following actions are recommended: 

· Set up a high level Task Force to oversee national plans for the UN Decade, or add this task to existing structure,

· Initiate a dialogue on the UNESD DECADE at the national level including NGO’s and major groups to identify a plan of action to magnify current effort,

· Invite all sectors to consider how to mainstream ESD into their work in recognitions of the Decade, reaching out to all major Groups including those which have not been the focus of ESD initiatives to come up with a plan,

· Develop a national policy with social groups to facilitate the integration of education for SD,

· Establish a national fund to facilitate innovation in ESD;

· Provide (national or regional) coordination of ESD efforts and promote networking,

· Set up an internet portal to link the activities being undertaken in ESD in the country and to make experience available to other countries,

· Draw up and share criteria, methods and approaches for effective ESD that draws on modern ways to learning that are less oriented to content to be taught than to a process that engages people in working on solutions and actions,

· Reflect on and document the experiences and lessons learnt in ESD over the past ten years with a view of consolidating the learning and sharing this nationally and internationally,

· Explore ways to magnify the impacts of ESD – moving pilot projects to scale,

· Address inequalities in ESD, particularly in respect of provisioning and quality of education,

· Integrate sustainable consumption education into ESD in developed countries,

· Integrate ESD into basic education in working towards the Millennium Development Goals,

· Address the education for women in sustainable development as part of the Millennium goals on empowerment,

· Invite bilateral and multi-lateral donors to support the process where required. (1)

Despite recognition of the critical role that ESD must play in achieving sustainable development, the full potential of ESD has not been realized even ten years after Rio.  It is time to draw increased attention to this issue to mobilize and magnify the impact of the many actions that have been undertaken.  It is time to heat up society – to get a critical mass active and on board.

Internationally, Canada has signalled its support for the DECADE and has begun to formulate what the framework for engagement will look like. For example, in Vilinius on 17-18 March 2005, 200 delegates participated in a high-level meeting of Environment and Education Ministries.  The purpose of the High Level Meeting of Environment and Education Ministries was to adopt the Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development and the Vilnius Framework for its implementation.  The meeting officially launched the UN Decade for Education for Sustainable Development (2005–2014) in the Europe Region. Both the Strategy and implementation plans were adopted at the meeting. Additionally, a steering committee and an expert group on indicators was set up in order to facilitate the coordination and review of the Strategy’s implementation.  The participants also debated progress in implementing education for sustainable development (ESD) as well as good practices in the region and identified the key challenges ahead.  Over 200 delegates participated in the meeting including representatives of ministries of education and of the environment.  Approximately 42 Member States of the Europe Region participated (Canada is a member of the Europe Region of the United Nations and of the UNECE) including 33 NGOs, UN organizations, the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the Nordic Council of Ministers, several regional environmental centres, academic research centres, and representative of industries such as Toyota.  The Canadian delegation consisted of Gerald Farthing, Acting Deputy Minister, Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth; Suzan Bowser, Acting Director General, Environment Canada (Environment Canada has accepted responsibility for working with others to move ESD forward in Canada); Diane Rochon, Program Officer, Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport (Québec); and David Walden, Secretary-General, Canadian Commission for UNESCO.  

In Canada the UN-DESD is an opportunity to engage all Canadians, in both their professional and individual capacities, in fostering a paradigm shift towards a more balanced consideration of the pillars of sustainability. The Decade offers Canadians a vehicle by which to create a synergistic approach that fosters private sector (Private Sector), governments (Government at all levels), not for profits, indigenous people, youth, faith and ethnic groups and individuals (Civil Society) to work in tandem and through partnerships for sustainability gains. It is through our aggregated efforts in our spheres of influence that Canada can move steadily towards sustainability. 
The societies of the future are going to be learning societies, valuing and drawing on the creativity of their people in businesses, local government, agriculture, transport, energy and tourism. They will be built on sharing knowledge and learning. (1)
2005 Provincial Sustainability Report for Manitoba
	Sustainable Development Priority areas



	Socio-Cultural 
	Environmental
	Economic



	· Human rights

· Peace and human security 

· Justice

· Gender equality

· Cultural diversity and intercultural understanding

· Community and culture

· Health 

· HIV/AIDS

· Governance 

· Demographics

· Equity and rights
	· Natural resources: 

           water

           energy

           agriculture

           biodiversity and  

              habitat conservation

           fish

           forests

           air  

· Climate change 

· Rural transformation

· Sustainable urbanization

· Disaster prevention and mitigation
	· Poverty reduction

· Corporate responsibility and accountability

· Market economy 

· Energy efficiency and conservation,

· Consumption and waste management

· Economic performance

· Agricultural viability

· Resource – Mining, Forestry, Hydro, Fisheries

· Employment

· Education


Source: Education for Sustainable Development:  A List of Titles with Suggested Uses for Senior 2 to Senior 4:  A Reference for Selecting Learning Resources (April 2006).  

