Appendix E
THE PROVINCIAL / TERRITORIAL ESD WORKING GROUPS (ESDWG)
The broad objectives for the establishment of an ESDWG are to:

· build ESD into the formal, non-formal and informal education culture, including the body of generally accepted curriculum and learning activities, teacher training, facilities management, procurement, etc.; 

· establish strategic collaborations between governments, education sector leaders, business, and community NGO’s in order to increase cohesion and leverage in creating a culture for ESD;

· relay a sense of urgency and the latest science on critical sustainability issues such HIV/Aids, climate change, poverty reduction and energy; and,  

· coordinate, facilitate connections and bring together stake-holders from the formal, non-formal and informal education sector for policy input, debate, exchange, and planning to enhance delivery of ESD activities in support of the UNDESD.

The expected results are to:

· foster a culture of ESD;

· provide training, tools and resources to educators and youth in support of ESD; and,

· advance policy and curricula related to ESD.

The establishment of a Manitoba Education for Sustainable Development Working Group (MESDWG) in December 2005 was intended to serve as a pilot for the establishment of other provincial / territorial working groups. It is being evaluated as to its effectiveness as a model for other jurisdiction. The intent for the MESDWG is to support and foster the creation of a culture of ESD in Manitoba bringing together interested participants from provincial Ministries, government, formal, non-formal and informal education sectors to support regional coordination, development and implementation of ESD. 

In February 2006, six additional provinces / territories began the process to establish ESDWGs in their respective jurisdictions.  These include British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Nunavut.  The activities of each ESDWG can be found on LSF’s website: http://www

A process is underway to establish additional working groups of other provinces and territories. It is intended that representatives from each of the ESDWGs  form part of the NESDEC.

